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1. Purpose of the Catchment Plan 

This document is an update of the previous catchment plan written in 2014 and provides 
the baseline to take forward the work of the Dove Catchment Partnership in 2020. It 
describes the Dove catchment and the issues that need to be tackled. It considers the data 
and evidence approach that has been used to support the objectives and help identify 
projects for future development.  
 
Published by Trent Rivers Trust. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 
 

2. The Dove Catchment 

 

 
Figure 1 Map of the Dove Catchment including sub catchments 
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2.1 Catchment Description 

The Dove catchment is predominantly rural, with farming being a common land use. It 
covers an area over a 1,000km2. Ashbourne, Leek, Uttoxeter and Cheadle form the four 
main towns, along with the outskirts of Burton Upon Trent. 

The Rivers Dove, Churnet, Tean, Manifold and Hamps, the streams which flow into them, 
along with the land which drains to them form the Dove Catchment. Part of the upper 
catchment runs through the Peak District National Park with high energy watercourses 
flowing off high ground, whereas the lower reaches broaden out to become more of a 
passive meandering river system across a much wider and flatter floodplain before it joins 
the Trent just downstream of Burton upon Trent.  

There are numerous trout and grayling fisheries along the Dove and its tributaries. Adult 
salmon have begun to return to the Dove and Churnet as a result of a re-introduction 
programme led by the Environment Agency. More recently, naturally spawned salmon have 
also been recorded in both catchments. The Dove is classed as a ‘recovering Salmonid river’ 
and provides crucial spawning and juvenile habitat for ‘runs’ of adult fish up the Trent 
catchment. 

As long ago as 1676 Charles Cotton praised the Dove as ‘the finest River that I ever saw, and 
the fullest of fish’ because of ‘the swiftness of its current’, ‘one of the purest Chrystalline 
streams you have seen’ in Izaac Walton’s ‘The Complete Angler’. 

The River Dove through Dovedale and sections of the Rivers Hamps and Manifold, form part 
of the Peak District Dales and Woodlands Special Area of Conservation (SAC) and the Dove 
Valley and Biggin Dale Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI). Dovedale is also a National 
Nature Reserve (NNR).  

Here the 'White Peak', named for its limestone landscape is an important part of the Peak 
District National Park and makes up the eastern boundary of the catchment. Much of the 
northern part of the catchment is within the South West Peak and includes areas of the 
South Pennines Moors Special Protection Area (SPA) and Special Area of Conservation (SAC). 
Parts of the Churnet Valley are also designated as SSSI. 

Farming types across the catchment varies. In the upper stretches of most of the rivers, the 
principal land use is extensive beef and sheep farming, with some dairy enterprises 
remaining, mainly in the upper Dove. Moving downstream, dairy farming becomes more 
widespread. In the lower reaches south of Ashbourne, arable farming is a more common 
land use with some beef enterprises. 

There are significant deposits of aggregate minerals – sands and gravels, along the Lower 
Dove. There are existing live extraction sites and more sites allocated for future use which 
will have a significant impact on the landscape in the short-medium term. These sites will 
also present opportunities for restoration at the end of their life to deliver multiple benefits 
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Historically the rivers in the catchment were modified for industry, fisheries and agriculture. 
This has left a legacy of modified watercourses throughout the catchment – straightened, 
deepened, constrained with hard bank protection, weirs and impoundments.  

The catchment supports abstraction for public water supply from reservoirs, surface and 
groundwater sources. Water is also abstracted for spray irrigation, industrial use and 
hydropower. There is a Catchment Abstraction Management Strategy (CAMS) for the Dove 
which sets out how water resources are managed in the catchment.  

Within the Dove catchment there are several key partnerships, including; 
 The Churnet Valley Landscape Partnership 
 Landscape at a Crossroads (South West Peak) Landscape Partnership 
 Transforming the Trent Valley Landscape Partnership 

 

2.2 The Water Framework Directive 

River rehabilitation and restoration is currently being driven by the Water Framework 
Directive (2000/60/EEC) which was enacted into UK law by: The Water Environment (Water 
Framework Directive) (England and Wales) Regulations 2003 (Statutory Instrument 2003 No. 
3242) for England and Wales. This legislation establishes a framework for the protection of 
groundwater, inland surface, estuarine (transitional), and coastal waters. 
 
Objectives are to prevent water ecosystem deterioration, to protect and to enhance the 
status of water resources and, most importantly for rehabilitation, to achieve a ‘good 
ecological status’ for all waters, by 2027. The directive also requires ‘artificial waterbodies’ 
(those created by human activity) and ‘heavily modified waterbodies’ (a water body 
subjected to physical alterations by human activity, which substantially changes its hydro-
geomorphological character) to achieve at least ‘good ecological potential’ by 2027. 
 
The ecological quality is based upon the status of the biological (fish, invertebrates, 
macrophytes and phytobenthos), hydro-morphological and physico-chemical qualities of the 
waterbody. 
 
The overall status of the watercourses in the Dove catchment is shown below in Figure 2 
with the significant water management issues (causes) shown in Figure 2. 
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Figure 2 WFD classification in the Dove Catchment   
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2.3 The 25 Year Environment Plan 

This 25 Year Environment Plan sets out government action to help the natural world regain 
and retain good health. It aims to deliver cleaner air and water in our cities and rural 
landscapes, protect threatened species and provide richer wildlife habitats. It calls for an 
approach to agriculture, forestry, land use and fishing that puts the environment first. 
Executive Summary 2018 
 
Ten goals have been stated for delivery over the twenty-five years with action focused 
through six areas. All the areas are relevant to delivery of the catchment plan; these are: 
 

 Using and managing land sustainably  
 

 Recovering nature and enhancing the beauty of landscapes  
 

 Connecting people with the environment to improve health and wellbeing  
 

 Increasing resource efficiency, and reducing pollution and waste  
 

 Protecting and improving the global environment  
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2.4  The Catchment Based Approach  

The Catchment Based Approach (CaBA) embeds collaborative working at a river catchment 
scale to deliver improvements to our water environment. Community partnerships, bringing 
local knowledge and expertise, are established in all catchments across England, including 
those cross border with Wales. Organisations including non-governmental organisations 
(NGOs), water companies, local authorities, government agencies, landowners, angling 
clubs, friends of groups, flood action groups, farmer representative bodies, academia and 
local businesses are engaged with CaBA nationwide through Catchment Partnerships. 
 
Catchment Partnerships can drive cost-effective practical delivery on the ground, resulting 
in multiple benefits including improvements to water quality, enhanced biodiversity, 
reduced flood risk, resilience to climate change and greater community engagement with 
their local river. Partnerships provide a catalyst to attract additional funds and to date some 
have levered up to 8 times the initial investment and use a Catchment Plan to guide their 
work and priorities. 
 
In the Dove the catchment partnership has been hosted by the Trent Rivers Trust since 
2014. See here for more information about them and their work in catchment partnerships - 
https://www.trentriverstrust.org/catchment-partnership/ 
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3. The Dove Catchment Partnership 

 

3.1  The Vision 

 The Vision for the Dove Catchment Partnership is below 

 

This plan aims to support the work of the partners and the partnership to move the rivers 
and land that makes up the Dove Catchment towards this vision by providing practical 
achievable steps. These steps are based on sound evidence, science and consultation. The 
plan recognises both the need for, and the impacts of human activity and support our social 
and economic activities.  

Our vision is to make the Dove catchment a great place for people and 
wildlife, now and in the future 
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3.2 Dove CP Themes 

To help focus addressing issues and delivery of objectives, the following key themes have 
been agreed; 

 Habitats and Species – this includes reversing species and habitat loss, river 
restoration, restoring natural processes and managing the impacts of invasive non-
native species 
 

 Water Quality – diffuse and point source pollution of all types such as soil loss and 
miss-connections  
 

 Water Quantity – ecological, economic and social issues around water management, 
flood/drought and their impact 
 

 Climate change – adapt to the effects of climate change, and mitigate its affects 
where possible.  
 

 Engaging with people – education, engagement, understanding on water 
management and improving access to rivers  

 

3.3  Dove CP Objectives 

Our objectives are to: 

 Improve water quality and sustainable water management 
 Promote rural livelihoods and sustainable farming 
 Promote natural flood management, identifying opportunities to mitigate flood risk 
 Encourage sustainable land management practice that deliver multiple benefits 
 Mitigate the impacts of climate change 
 Restore, protect and enhance habitats and wildlife 
 Work to control the spread of invasive species and improve bio-security 
 Increase community involvement and support appropriate amenity and recreation 
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4.  The work of the Dove Catchment Partnership 

The Dove Catchment Partnership (DCP) works by involving and consulting a wide range of 
partners with an interest in the river environment about their priorities and concerns and 
coming to shared understanding and priorities. We work with businesses, farmers, land 
owners, angling clubs and others, promoting mutual understanding to deliver greater 
benefits. The DCP also enables partners to run events and approach stakeholders jointly to 
make better use of time and money. 
  
A key aim of the Dove CP is to secure resources to carry out this work sustainably. It has 
Steering Group whose Term of Reference are: 

 To bring people together to share evidence, understand the issues in the catchment 
and work out priorities for action to deliver positive and sustained improvements to 
the local water environment 

 Agree and deliver wider integrated environmental, recreation and socio economic 
objectives that balance the needs of the environment, growth and business. 

 Develop long term funding arrangements for the Catchment Partnership and obtain 
funding from a variety of sources 

 Make the most use of the skills and experience available to the 
catchment partnership; both within the partnership and amongst external 
stakeholders 

 Support and monitor progress of catchment projects and publicise completed 
projects as appropriate 

5.  Dove CP Partners   

The Dove Catchment Partnership includes a wide range of organisations that work together 
to bring about long term changes across the catchment for the benefit of the rivers and 
watercourses.  

Hosted by the Trent Rivers Trust the partners include: Beresford Fishery, Birdsgrove Fishing 
Club, British Canoeing, Championing for the Farmed Environment, Derbyshire County 
Angling Club, Derbyshire County Council, Derbyshire Wildlife Trust, Environment Agency, 
Grayling Society, Keep Britain Tidy, Leek & District Fly Fishing Associates, Loughborough 
University, Moors for the Future, National Farmers Union, National Trust, Natural England, 
Norbury Fishing Club, Peak District National Park Authority, RSPB, Salmon & Trout 
Conservation UK, Severn Trent Water, Staffordshire County Council, Staffordshire 
Moorlands District Council, Staffordshire Wildlife Trust, South West Peak Landscape 
Partnership, University of Nottingham, Uttoxeter Fly Fishing Club, Wild Trout Trust. 
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6.  Issues in the Dove Catchment at a glance 

The key issues affecting the rivers and wetlands of the Dove catchment have been identified 
as; 

 Loss of habitat and associated species, landscape connectivity and function.  
 Modified and degraded watercourses and floodplains, weirs and other structures  
 Diffuse and point source pollution, both urban and rural 
 Agricultural soil management leading to raised levels of silt and pesticides entering 

watercourses  
 Impacts of the climate emergency 
 Effective monitoring of water quality, natural capital and eco-system service flows 
 Spread of invasive species and their impacts 

7.  Data and evidence 

In order to develop ideas for projects and prioritise limited resources, it is important to 
examine a range of different sources of data and evidence. This helps to identify places 
where we can maximise opportunities for delivering the Partnership’s objectives. The key 
sources of evidence which can use to identify where we will work and what we will do are 
outlined below and include a combination of national data that is available as well as more 
local evidence and/or local strategies and plans that relate to the Dove.  
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7.1  Reasons for not achieving Good Ecological Status 

Under the Water Framework Directive, the objective is for all waterbodies to reach ‘good 
ecological status’ by 2027. The tables and figures below list the Reasons for not Achieving 
Good status (RNAGS), identified by the Envrionment Agency. Data sourced from:  
www. environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-planning/managementcatchment/3032   
 
Upper Dove 
 
8 Water  Bodies: Classification; 3 poor, 4 moderate,  1 good 
Number      RNAGS 
8 Agricultural and Rural Land 
1 Local and Central Government 
1 No sector responsibility 
1 Other 
1 Urban transport 
6 Water Industry 

 
Churnet  
 
11 Water Bodies: Classification; 1 bad, 4 poor, 6 moderate 
Number     RNAGS 
25 Agricultural and Rural Land 
2 Domestic – General Public 
2 Industry 
2 Navigation 
1 No sector responsibility 
1 Other 
4 Urban and Transport 
16 Water Industry 

 
Lower Dove 
 
12 Water Bodies: Classification; 3 poor, 9 moderate 
Number    RNAGS 
25 Agricultural and Rural Land 
4 Industry 
2 Local & Central Government 
6 No sector responsibility 
1 Other 
6 Urban and Transport 
12 Water Industry 

 
Tean 
 
3 Water Bodies: Classification; 1 poor, 2 moderate 
Number   RNAGS 
11 Agricultural and Rural Land 
3 Industry 
4 No sector responsibility 
2 Urban and Transport 
5 Water Industry 
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7.2 National Evidence 

There are a number of resources for the partners to use to access data available on the 
environmental quality of different elements of the catchment.  
 
National CaBA website: http://www.catchmentbasedapproach.org/  
The CaBA websites includes access to a wide range of Geographical Information Systems 
(GIS) data and layers that can be used to help map out where specific issues are located 
within the catchment.  
 
Catchment Data Explorer: http://environment.data.gov.uk/catchment-
planning/RiverBasinDistrict/4  
Delivering Water Framework Directive (WFD) improvements is at the heart of the CaBA 
approach and WFD data and evidence underpins much of the work of the Partnership. This 
data source uses WFD / RBMP data to help identify where the issues are and the likely 
causes. A summary of the status of individual water bodies is in Annex 1.  

Countryside Stewardship: Statements of Priorities  
These statements identify the priority features and issues being targeted in the Dove 
catchment (based on National Character Areas - NCA), in relation to biodiversity, water 
quality, flood risk and heritage and are used to score and prioritize the allocation of 
countryside stewardship grants.  

 NCA 52 White Peak 
 NCA 53 South West Peak 
 NCA 68 Needwood and South Derbyshire Claylands 
 NCA 69 Trent Valley Washlands 

7.3 Local Evidence 

Humber River Basin Management Plan: This plan, developed by the Environment Agency, 
and updated in 2015, identifies the local issues and priorities for the Dove Catchment, 
particularly in relation to meeting the requirements of the Water Framework Directive. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/humber-river-basin-district-river-basin-
management-plan 

Flood Risk Management Plans (FRMPs): These plans were published in 2016 to explain the 
risk of flooding from rivers, the sea, surface water, groundwater and reservoirs. The Humber 
river basin district FRMP https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/humber-river-basin-
district-flood-risk-management-plan sets out how risk management authorities will work 
with communities to manage flood and coastal risk over the period 2015-2021. Part B 
describes the catchment, history of flooding and the flood risk areas with details of 
properties and infrastructure at risk. Part C of the plan also sets out the specific planned 
actions for the Dove catchment which, subject to funding, have been agreed as necessary to 
help manage flood risk.  
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Landscape initiatives within the Dove catchment include; 

Peak District National Park Management Plan, Wildlife Trust Living Landscapes, RSPB 
Futurescapes, National Trust and Severn Trent. 

 

Figure 7 Agricultural Land Class in the Dove Catchment Partnership?  
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Figure 8 Land cover type (CEH 2015 data)  
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8.  What actions are priorities for the Dove Catchment  

 

8.1 WATER QUALITY - Land Management  

 Work with farmers/landowners to encourage best practice riparian management 
and wider habitat improvements 

 Work with farmers/landowners to demonstrate the input/cost reduction and 
environmental benefits of improved soil and nutrient management 

 Support and promote the development and transition to the new Environmental 
Land Management system 

8.2 WATER QUANTITY – Flooding/Drought 

 Help to store and slow the flow of flood water through Natural Flood Management 
 Ensure there is adequate flow for life to thrive in the river 
 Raise awareness of flood risk and resources to prepare local communities, e.g. flood 

warning service 

8.3 HABITATS & SPECIES – Restoration, Protection and Creation 

 Influence, support, and implement delivery of the nature recovery network  
 Promote and broker Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) opportunities within the catchment 

to deliver objectives 
 Leave woody material in situ in watercourses and introduce where appropriate to 

provide habitat and natural flood management 
 Re-naturalise rivers through removal of weirs, culverts and other obstructions to 

ease fish passage and allow natural river processes to shape the river channel 
 Reinstating natural processes on a catchment scale by re-introduction of native 

species where appropriate 
 Provide advice and facilitation on habitat improvement to land owners, angling clubs 

and others 
 Implement a targeted riparian tree planting programme for climate adaptation 
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8.4 HABITATS & SPECIES - Invasive Species  

 Tackle Japanese Knotweed, Himalayan Balsam, Giant Hogweed and other non-native 
flora along our watercourses  

 Raise awareness of aquatic invasive species and diseases which threaten native 
wildlife  

 Promote bio-security best practice to stop their spread 

8.5 PEOPLE - Monitoring 

 Share, promote and use data in an evidence based approach to prioritize work 
 Train more anglers and water users in the Riverfly methodology to increase the 

extent of registered monitoring sites across the Dove catchment 

8.6 PEOPLE - Communication 

 Implement an effective communication strategy to stakeholders in the catchment  
 Secure reference to the catchment plan in Local Authority Local Plans, relevant 

supplementary planning guidance and other strategies and plans 
 Make information and data about catchment issues and evidence easily available to 

all interested stakeholders and organisations 
 Grow the capacity, membership and profile of the partnership 
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9. Project Lists 

 

9.1 Project list Upper Dove 

Theme Issue being addressed Project name Lead 
Organisation 

Project Description Current Status (Feb 
2020 

Habitats & Species INNS mitigation - native species Crayfish in Crisis SWPLP Establishment of Ark sites for 
White Clawed Crayfish  

In delivery 

Water Quantity Flood risk, water quality and 
biodiversity 

Slowing the Flow SWPLP Delivery of NFM interventions, 
landowner engagement and 
evidence gathering 

Funded & in delivery 

Habitats & Species River restoration Letting the Dove Flow WTT SSSI river restoration strategy Funded & in delivery 
Multiple Ag diffuse pollution/INNS/NFM Upstream Thinking SWPLP WEG funded Farmer 

engagement/land management  
Funded & in delivery 

Multiple Landscape scale conservation  A landscape at a crossroads SWPLP Delivering legacy of SW Peak 
LPS and of National Parks 
review objectives 

Project proposed 

Multiple River restoration and habitats Functional Floodplains EA Restoration of floodplain 
grazing marsh for biodiversity, 
soils and flood risk 

Project proposed 

Water Quality Pollution/citizen science Riverfly  Citizen science invertebrate 
monitoring for water quality 
early warning  

Project proposed 

Multiple Ag diffuse pollution/water 
quality/flood risk/species 
conservation/INNS/NFM 

Dove Farmers Group TRT Resource for ag advisors to 
collate data and research 
alternative sources of funding  

Project proposed 

Habitats & Species INNS mitigation - native species Crayfish in Crisis SWT Establishment of Ark sites for 
White Clawed Crayfish  

In delivery 
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9.2 Project List Churnet 

Theme Issue being addressed Project name Lead 
Organisation 

Project Description Current Status (Feb 
2020 

Water Quantity Flood risk, water quality and 
biodiversity 

Slowing the Flow CWT Delivery of NFM interventions, 
landowner engagement and 
evidence gathering 

Funded & in delivery 

Habitats & Species River restoration Letting the Dove Flow WTT SSSI river restoration strategy Funded & in delivery 
Multiple Ag diffuse pollution/INNS/NFM Upstream Thinking PDNPA WEG funded Farmer 

engagement/land management  
Funded & in delivery 

Multiple Landscape scale conservation  A landscape at a crossroads PDNPA Delivering legacy of SW Peak 
LPS and of National Parks 
review objectives 

Project proposed 

Multiple River restoration and habitats Functional Floodplains EA Restoration of floodplain 
grazing marsh for biodiversity, 
soils and flood risk 

Project proposed 

Water Quality Pollution/citizen science Riverfly  Citizen science invertebrate 
monitoring for water quality 
early warning  

Project proposed 

Multiple Ag diffuse pollution/water 
quality/flood risk/species 
conservation/INNS/NFM 

Dove Farmers Group TRT Resource for ag advisors to 
collate data and research 
alternative sources of funding  

Project proposed 

Water Quantity Flood risk, water quality and 
biodiversity 

Endon NFM TRT/SCC Delivery of NFM already 
identified by landowner 
engagement project with 
Staffordshire CC. 

In development 
 

 

9.3 Project List Lower Dove 

Theme Issue being addressed Project name Lead 
Organisation 

Project Description Current Status (Feb 
2020) 

Water Quantity 
 

Flood risk and WFD 
 

Nature's Flood Defence 
 

SWT 
 

Delivery of NFM to support 
conventional scheme in 
Marchington 
 

In development/funded 

Multiple 
 

Landscape scale conservation  
 

Living Floodplains 
 

SWT 
 

Creation and enhancement of 
habitats and river restoration as 

Funded/delivery 
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part of Transforming the Trent 
Valley LPS 
 

Water Quality 
 

Ag diffuse pollution 
 

 White Peak 
Farmers 
 

WEG funded Farmer engagement  
 

Funded/delivery 

Habitats & Species 
 

Priority species re-introduction 
 

Ratty's Back 
 

EA 
 

Scoping to identify sub-
catchments suitable for water 
vole re-introduction followed by 
feasibility study on short listed 
sites 
 

Proposed 

Multiple 
 

River restoration and fish passage 
 

Ashbourne Weirs 
 

EA 
 

Scoping and feasibility on options 
for Dove weirs around Mayfield 
 

In development 

Multiple 
 

Climate change and landscape 
conservation 
 

Keeping Rivers Cool 
 

EA 
 

Targeting and delivery of riparian 
and wider tree planting  
  

In development 

Multiple 
 

River restoration and habitats 
 

Functional Floodplains 
 

EA Restoration of floodplain grazing 
marsh for biodiversity, soils and 
flood risk 
 

Proposed 

Water Quality 
 

Pollution/citizen science 
 

Riverfly 
 

 Citizen science invertebrate 
monitoring for water quality early 
warning  
 

 

Multiple 
 

Ag diffuse pollution/water 
quality/flood risk/species 
conservation/INNS/NFM 
 

Dove Farmers Group 
 

TRT 
 

Resource for ag advisors to 
collate data and research 
alternative sources of funding  
 

Proposed 

Multiple Ag diffuse pollution/water 
quality/flood risk/species 
conservation/INNS/NFM/citizen 
science/ 
 

Demonstration Farm 
 

TRT/WTT 
 

Start from scratch building up 
best farm practices/ build 
relationships with 
farmers/fishermen/leisure 
practices/connect local 
businesses with rural through bio-
diversity offsetting 
 

Proposed 

Habitats & Species INNS mitigation - native species Crayfish in Crisis SWT Establishment of Ark sites for 
White Clawed Crayfish  

In delivery 
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9.4 Project List Tean 

Theme Issue being addressed Project name Lead 
Organisation 

Project Description Current Status (Feb 2020) 

Habitats & Species 
 

Species conservation 
 

Home for Ratty 
 

SMDC 
 

Create additional habitat for 
existing water vole population on 
Cecilly Brook 
 

Developed 

Multiple 
 

River restoration and habitats 
 

Functional Floodplains 
 

EA 
 

Restoration of floodplain grazing 
marsh for biodiversity, soils and 
flood risk 
 

Proposed 

Water Quality 
 

Ag diffuse pollution 
 

Taking the P out of the Tean 
 

WTT/EA 
 

Agricultural land management 
advice to reduce impacts on water 
environment  
 

In development/funded 

Water Quality 
 

Pollution/citizen science 
 

Riverfly 
 

 Citizen science invertebrate 
monitoring for water quality early 
warning  
 

 

Multiple 
 

Ag diffuse pollution/water 
quality/flood risk/species 
conservation/INNS/NFM 
 

Dove Farmers Group 
 

TRT 
 

Resource for ag advisors to collate 
data and research alternative 
sources of funding  
 

Proposed 

Water Quality 
 

Ag diffuse/point source pollution/fish 
passage 
 

Save the fish - Bramshall Park 
 

TRT 
 

Creation and enhancement of 
habitats and river restoration, 
reduction of Ag pollution 
 

In development/funded 

Multiple 
 

Ag diffuse pollution/water 
quality/flood risk/species 
conservation/INNS/NFM/citizen 
science/ 
 

Demonstration Farm 
 

TRT/WTT 
 

Start from scratch building up best 
farm practices/ build relationships 
with farmers/fishermen/leisure 
practices/connect local businesses 
with rural through bio-diversity 
offsetting 
 

 

 

 


