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The Vision
• To create a thriving river corridor for fish, wildlife and people along the River Trent, 

achieved through collaboration and engagement with communities and partners.

Strategic Objectives
• Achieve a natural, functioning and healthy river through creation of a high-quality and 

well-connected environment.

• Bring key partners together to align initiatives that achieve multiple outcomes and 
transform the river in the most sustainable and relevant way.

• Pro-actively coordinate and influence activities to develop opportunities and set an 
agenda for future change.

Trent Gateway Landscape Vision
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Cromwell Lock and weir



Introduction
Background
The Environment Agency (EA) and partners, identified the need to define a strategic landscape vision 
and masterplan for the Trent Gateway in the East Midlands, covering a 75km length of the River Trent 
between Sawley Weir and Cromwell Weir.

The scale of the ambition for the Trent Gateway is large and aims to deliver a functioning watercourse 
that reduces flood risk, creates habitats, complements the aims of a wide range of stakeholders as well as 
supporting sustainable growth and local economic agenda. 

It has been identified that there is the need and potential for concerted action and projects to enhance the 
connective corridor for wildlife and for key, threatened species which require particular action. 

Alongside larger opportunities, there is a range of smaller scale but important projects that will make 
a difference for a range of species and habitats, enhancing the catchment for wildlife and people to 
experience that rich and varied wildlife in this important, blue corridor.

In returning the river and landscape back to a more natural state, in addition to improving the areas 
wildlife and its habitats, it is aimed to connect more people with their environment and their part in the long 
story of interconnectivity between human activity and  the Trent Gateway landscape and how each has 
shaped the other.

The vision and aims of the Trent Gateway Steering Group support and compliment the aims of the 
following strategic plans:

• ‘D2N2 Strategic Economic Plan-Vision 2030’, a blueprint for economic growth across Derby, 
Derbyshire, Nottingham and Nottinghamshire 

• ‘DEFRA 25 Year Environment Plan’ which sets out how DEFRA, Forestry Commission, 
Environment Agency and Natural England ‘will improve the environment over a generation by 
creating richer habitats for wildlife, improving air and water quality and curbing the scourge of 
plastics in the world’s oceans’.

• ‘Environment Agency eMission 2030’ - Tackling our negative impact and creating a better place
• ‘Environment Agency 5 year Action Plan EA2025’

This document sets out the vision for the future of the river valley.

It has been agreed by stakeholders and it is intended to act as a catalyst over the next ten years to:
• Inspire investment decisions and improvements in the area
• Guide development
• Assist with engagement
• Secure funding for the delivery of blue green infrastructure.

Stakeholder Engagement

To facilitate preparation of a successful and deliverable vision and masterplan, a Project Steering 
Group was formed with key, local stakeholders to inform and shape its development. 

The Project Steering Group met regularly throughout the development of the vision and 
comprised representatives from: Canal & River Trust; Derbyshire Wildlife Trust; Derbyshire 
County Council; Nottingham City Council; Nottinghamshire County Council; Nottinghamshire 
Wildlife Trust; Royal Society for the Protection of Birds and Severn Trent Water.

Other stakeholders include: Trent Rivers Trust; Lower Trent & Erewash Catchment Partnership; 
Gedling Borough Council; Newark & Sherwood Borough Council; Rushcliffe Borough Council; 
Forestry Commission; Natural England; Canalside Heritage Centre and River Trent Joint Anglers 
Association.

This report is just the start of the vision engagement process.  Once the vision is agreed, the 
proposals will need to seek further consultation, more detailed design and appropriate funding 
prior to implementation.
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View north from North Muskham



Approach
As the process of visioning at a catchment level is an emerging process, the approach was developed 
between Atkins, the Environment Agency and partners through reference to previous linear infrastructure 
and river corridor studies, feedback on successful approaches from project stakeholders and a response to 
the specific issues associated with the Trent Gateway.

Methodology

The landscape vision has been developed with delivery in mind. 

The process for delivery is made clear so as not to lose the input and support from the stakeholders in 
developing the agreed vision. The methodology is outlined below across six broad stages:

• Catchment Overview
• Vision and Strategic Objectives
• Masterplan
• Case Study Site Proposals
• Detailed Design
• Implementation and Management

This document covers the first four stages of the process for the Trent Gateway.

Catchment Overview

A context mapping exercise was undertaken to inform analysis of the catchment features 
and designations covering: Topography and Drainage; Landscape and Ecology; Heritage; 
Accessibility; Local Context; Built Form; and Tranquillity. Broad literature and policy reviews were 
undertaken covering: Local Planning Policy; Environment Agency data; and other Local Plans, 
Neighbourhood Plans and initiatives.

Following completion of the desk-study exercises, a site visit was undertaken along the length of 
the Trent Gateway through the catchment to ground-truth findings and understand the nature of 
specific features and areas along the river.

Vision and Strategic Objectives

A workshop was held in April 2018 and stakeholders were invited to share their ambitions for 
the Trent Gateway and to explore how the various organisations can help shape the project. 
Feedback from this workshop has been reviewed - alongside the findings of the mapping and 
literature review - to identify correlation and synergies between them.

Engagement continued through 2019 which has led to a draft Vision and set of Strategic 
Objectives developed by the Trent Gateway Project Steering Group that have then been refined 
throughout the Masterplan process. A list of the Trent Gateway Project Steering Group members 
is provided at the end of this document

Masterplan

Due to the varied nature of the study area, the needs and approach required to achieve the 
vision and strategic objectives will be different depending on the location. To communicate and 
manage this variation, the masterplan is overlaid by a number of Action Zones.  These are broad 
areas that have a similar character, condition, issues and opportunities. 
The masterplan identifies areas of land, lengths of river or specific points within the study area 
around the River Trent, within which, a project or groups of projects could be delivered.

Case Study Sites
To illustrate how the vision might be delivered, a number of case studies have been developed.  
The details of these can be found in the appendices of this report.
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Scope of Document

Trent Gateway Area

For the purpose of this Vision and Masterplan, the Trent Gateway is deemed to include a 1km 
area either side of the River Trent between Shardlow and Cromwell Weir - a total length of 
75km covering an area of 14 hectares.  South of Shardlow the Trent Gateway project adjoins 
the ‘Transforming the Trent Valley ‘project area.
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‘Clapper Gate’ on public footpath south of Cromwell Weir
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Environmental and Social Context

Desk top analysis and research of the environmental context has been undertaken and is 
summarised below.  Associated context mapping is provided in Appendix A.

History and Cultural Context
The Trent Gateway covers an area shaped by geology, nature and people. The landscape has 
developed and evolved in response to human cultural development over thousands of years. 
Navigation, farming, mineral extraction and drainage works, have meant that much of the 
riparian landscape has been altered, which has had an effect on the natural habitat.

Early evidence of human impact in the area appears after 5000BC in the form of woodland 
clearance and cultivation of crops with a significant population in the area by 2000BC.  During 
the Middle and Bronze Age large scale woodland clearance took place causing major flooding 
across the area.

The Romans brought trade and prosperity to the area which continued into the Dark Age based 
on exploitation of its natural resources and suitability for farming.  Development continued into 
Medieval times as nucleated villages began to form.  The River Trent became increasingly 
important as a resource for food and power. Prosperous mills and fisheries developed along 
the river and areas of river meadow grasslands increased. The river was a principal route for 
trade and travel making the crossing points such as the bridge at Newark and the seasonal 
ferry crossings important to the communities and for travellers.

During the Industrial Revolution the river continued to develop as a transportation route and resource for 
industry.  Efforts to harness the river lead to diversions and manipulation of the river course.  Connections 
were made with the canal network and locks and weirs were installed to manage water levels.

In more recent time the area has been changed again by the appearance of gravel extraction and coal 
fired power stations.  These are just some of the ways it can be seen that human development and activity 
has shaped the Trent Gateway. In return the potential of the river and its associated lands have shaped 
the culture of its communities, both intrinsically tied over time.

Historic landscape characterisation was carried out in 1997 by Nottingham County Council and the 
Countryside Commission which maps the county including the Trent Gateway. This provides detail 
historic context and describes the evolution of the landscape in each zone since the end of the Ice Ages. 
Additionally there is authoritative research available about the archaeology of the Trent Valley which is 
listed in the references in Appendix E.



Area Overview

9

Topography and Drainage
The topography of the Trent Gateway area varies in elevation from a highpoint in the vicinity of 
Sawley Weir of around 30m AOD to a low point of around 9m AOD near Cromwell.  The nature 
of landform is mainly flood plain gently rising to level ground to the west and east as the river 
runs south-west to north-east.

Throughout the Trent Gateway, extensive human interventions - such as gravel extraction, 
flood protection embankments and engineered riverbanks - dominate the topography creating 
and restraining water bodies throughout the flood plain.  The exception is an area of low, 
exposed cliffs in the area of Gunthorpe Weir.

Landscape
The Trent Gateway is located within National Character Area (NCA) 48: Trent and Belvoir Vales 
to the north and NCA 69 Trent Valley Washlands to the south. However, the local character - 
particular to the river and its associated floodplain - changes significantly as the river and the 
surrounding land, transitions back and forth from rural to urban.

For much of the area, the land surrounding the River Trent is dominated either by arable farmland 
or the results of previous or ongoing gravel and sand extraction.  This is contrasted with the 
urbanised settings of Nottingham and Newark-on-Trent.

In addition to these major conurbations the Trent Gateway includes a string of villages and smaller 
settlements associated with and contributing to the character and context of the area.

Most of the land within the Trent Gateway has been shaped by man and little of the semi-natural 
habitat remains.  Although there are hedgerow trees associated with field boundaries, there is 
relatively little woodland cover resulting in long open views.

Areas of historic sand and gravel extraction have been made into wildlife and major recreational 
assets.

Over time the course of the River Trent has changed.  This has left remnants of its former self as 
features in the landscape.  

Human interventions have divided and diverted the river. Construction of canals and linking 
features have further added to the complexity and diversity of the river.

 
The drop-in elevation is managed through weirs and locks. The river is intersected and 
bypassed by a number of canals (and cuts). It divides near Staythorpe Power Station re-joining 
west of Winthorpe.

Canals and by-passes include Sawley Cut, Cranfleet Canal and the Nottingham and Beeston 
Canal. Tributaries include the River Soar, River Erewash, River Devon and Dover Beck.
 
As the river passes Nottingham and Newark, the urban realm closes in on the river and the 
banks become heavily engineered.

Arable farmland dominates much of the riverside

The riverine environment provides habitat for wildlife
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Ecology
Relevant to the Trent Gateway is the Nottinghamshire Local Biodiversity Action Plan (2nd Edition 
July 2018) which contains Habitat Action Plans for 19 habitat types including canals, farmland, 
grassland, woodland, rivers and streams and urban and post-industrial habitats. It also contains 
Species Action Plans for 13 species including Atlantic salmon, birds, bats, butterflies, otter, water 
vole and white-clawed crayfish.
Farming is by far the principal land use in the area and while its value to wildlife is limited it does 
contain features such as hedgerows, field margins, ponds, ‘unimproved’ grassland, and copses 
which provide habitat for species such as farmland birds. 

The rivers, streams and associated habitats are a significant feature of the Trent Gateway. 
Important species include water vole, spined loach, white-clawed crayfish, and otter. 

There are numerous gravel pits along the River Trent and its main tributaries. Some have been 
restored to provide habitat for breeding and wintering birds. This includes Langford Lowfields 
near Collingham - a major RSPB habitat creation project on a working gravel extraction site 
where reedbed has been planted to attract bitterns to breed. It is planned to extend the reedbeds 
in the next phase of restoration. An additional reedbed construction project is planned for the 
Attenborough Nature Reserve.

Flood plain grazing marsh is the most extensive semi-natural habitat and is focussed along some 
stretches of the River Trent throughout the Trent Gateway.

Area Overview

Accessibility
Roads, footpaths and cycleways play a key part in how Trent Gateway functions for employment and 
leisure.

The number and quality of these links, influence people’s ability to access the destinations and resources 
of the area. 

With limited opportunities to cross the river through the catchment, the connectivity between those crossing 
points determines how well the area serves its various communities.

As urban areas expand, opportunities are materialising to make new and reinforced links.  At the same 
time, the urban expansion is putting greater demand on the existing ones.

The importance of access is expressed in the Rights of Way Management Plan (ROWMP) 2018-2026. 
The plan has six key aims that include: “increase awareness of accessing the countryside and the 
understanding of the wider benefits arising from its use, such as leading an active and healthy lifestyle, 
and making a positive contribution to the local economy.” The Plan goes on to say, “The most popular 
activities are cited as walking and cycling, although horse riding continues to be a popular activity in 
Nottinghamshire.” 

Providing access for all is a focus of the ROWMP which “recognises that the promotion of the network is 
essential in highlighting the opportunities, increasing usage and maximising the potential rights of way for 
both recreational and utility type journeys.”

Some of the key problems faced: obstructions; difficulty in negotiating structures; poor connectivity (busy 
road walking/crossing); lack of off-road provision for cyclists and equestrians (particularly for circular 
routes); litter and control of dogs, and; illegal motorbike access.

Public footpaths in the Trent Gateway include the Trent Valley Way long distance 
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Footpaths
There is a diverse range of accessible spaces and routes within and around the Trent 
Gateway including the Trent Valley Way (TVW), a way-marked, long-distance footpath. The 
‘Transforming the Trent Valley Partnership’ have plans to extend the TVW to extend to 170 
miles from the source of the River Trent (near Stoke-on-Trent) to the Humber. It is already 
established for 84 miles through Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire and links the cities and 
towns which have built their industry and heritage on the River Trent including Nottingham, 
Newark, Gainsborough and Scunthorpe.

Cycling
National Cycle Route (NCR) 6 runs parallel with the River on the north side from Long Eaton, 
through Attenborough, before routing north around Nottingham.  NCR 15 runs South of the 
river from West Bridgford, through Pierrepont towards Radcliffe-on-Trent before continuing 
west, away from the river, towards Saxondale where it picks up NCR 48 which returns towards 
the river, south-west of Newark-on-Trent. NCR 64 north-east of Newark then follows the Trent 
gateway area through Holme and Collingham before heading east and away from the river.

In March 2020, in response to a bid for funding from the Government’s ‘Transforming Cities’ 
Fund, Derby and Nottingham have received £161m from the Department for Transport for 
transport improvements which will include: bike hire for both cities, upgrading of cycle links and 
cycle lane improvements along key routes to employment sites, potentially including a new 
bridge over the River Trent to Lady Bay. 

These improvements will build on an earlier phase of the Transforming Cities scheme which 
have delivered improved cycle paths to key employment sites, including recently completed 
paths on Farnborough Road, Clifton Lane and along the canal in Nottingham.

Area Overview

Boating and Canoeing
In the Trent Gateway the River Trent makes navigable connections with the Trent and Mersey Canal, The 
Erewash Canal and the River Soar which connects to the Grand Union Canal.  The river is not continuously 
navigable but continuous passage is achieved by diversions along the Cranfleet Cut and Nottingham and 
Beeston Canal.  The river passes numerous historic villages some of which have moorings however some of 
the villages have limited or no moorings near them meaning that access from the river can be difficult.

Within the Trent Gateway there are a number of marinas where boats can be moored or from where they can 
be hired at Sawley, Beeston, Colwick, Farndon and two at Newark.
The River Trent is easily navigable down to the Cromwell lock after which the river is tidal and should only 
navigated by experienced skippers.

Leisure boat cruises are available from Nottingham at moorings near the racecourse. These provide casual 
access to the river as well as range of river trips and events.

Through the Trent Gateway the river and canals are also suitable for canoes and kayaks which can be used 
independently or hired for organised trips through the area.

Proposed foot-cycle bridge between Trent Lane and Lady Bay 

Cycling important through out the Trent Gateway for leisure and commuting

(© Pell Frischmann)
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Area Overview

Water sports 
Holme Pierrepont Country Park hosts the National Water Sports centre which in addition to 
hosting regional, National and International sports events also provides a range of water based 
and countryside recreational activities.
There are open water swimming opportunities at Hoveringham and Colwick Country Park.

Angling
Much of the angling within the Trent Gateway is controlled by numerous angling clubs and societies 
where access without membership is limited however there are day ticket opportunities throughout 
the area. Generally, the right to fish has to be paid for but some free fishing is available around 
Nottingham. Access to the river banks are often restricted by the clubs and societies.

Country Parks and Nature Reserves
Trent Gateway includes nine nature reserves managed by the Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust (NWT).  
The reserves are open to members of the trust providing access to the public to experience a wide 
range of wildlife and habitat types.  Additionally, the RSPB run the Langfield Lowfields reserve where 
they are working with Tarmac to create 40Ha of reedbed.

There are two Country parks within the Trent Gateway, Holme Pierrepont run by the County Council 
and Colwick run by the City Council. Both are accessible by public transport.

The river provides a valuable resource for leisure

© Angling Times

Angling is a major pastime on the River Trent with around 20 Angling clubs in 
the Trent Gateway
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Area Overview

5 Million people live in the East Midlands within 
around one hour drive from Trent Gateway



Vision and Strategic Objectives

14

View across the River Trent, north of Cromwell Weir
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A vision and principle, strategic objectives have been developed through consultation between the 
Environment Agency and stakeholders who, together, formed the Trent Gateway Partnership Steering 
Group.

These are to be used as principles to inform the direction and suitability of future projects.

The Vision

• To create a thriving river corridor for fish, wildlife and people along the River Trent, 
achieved through collaboration and engagement with communities and partners.

Strategic Objectives

• Achieve a natural, functioning and healthy river through creation of a high-quality 
and well-connected environment.

• Bring key partners together to align initiatives that achieve multiple outcomes and 
transform the river in the most sustainable and relevant way.

• Pro-actively coordinate and influence activities to develop opportunities and set 
an agenda for future change.

The vision embraces a desire to generate a sustainable environment to be enjoyed by both 
people and wildlife. 

Through analysis and consultation, specific areas of improvement and intervention have been 
identified to deliver the objectives to fulfil the vision. 

Some of the identified activities are specific and focused on a location / destination / defined 
area, however, many of them are generic and could be applied across wide areas of the Trent 
Gateway.

River Habitat
Improving fish passage throughout the Trent Gateway area via the installation of fish 
passes within the River Trent will reconnect fish to 400km of natural migration pathways 
into upstream reaches in Derbyshire and beyond. A healthy and flourishing fish population 
promotes other wildlife within the wider ecosystem, whilst also facilitating the regeneration of 
recreational fishing activities. Installation of fish passes would remove restriction to migration 
and will link fish to new spawning, rearing and feeding habitats, supporting the sustainable 
growth of the UK’s fish populations. 

Proposed fish pass at Colwick

Installation of fish passes will reconnect 400km of natural migration pathways
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Vision and Strategic Objectives 

Meadow isolated on the river side of flood defences offers opportunity to 
create more biodiverse habitats

In addition to fish passes, there are other interventions which would improve the habitat fish require to 
breed and develop in the Trent Gateway. These include creating shelter from predatory birds by providing 
overhead cover, creating fish fry refuges and developing river backwaters. These may be provided 
through the creation of either engineered or more naturalised options to realise the vision of a more 
naturally functioning river corridor. 

The river habitat is not only comprised of the channel but also the floodplains which were once regularly 
connected to the Trent. Human intervention has reduced connectivity between the river and its floodplain 
through the creation of flood protection measures and urban developments. 

Whilst flood protection remains paramount, the Trent Gateway Vision recognises multiple opportunities 
for the river corridor to be restored to having a more naturally functioning floodplain. 

Nottinghamshire County Council and partners of the Biodiversity Action Group have produced 
Biodiversity Opportunity Mapping (BOM) for the county. This mapping provides a spatial vision of how 
Nottinghamshire could look in 50 years’ time, by focusing on areas where action to enhance, enlarge, 
expand and link up habitats would have the most benefit for the county’s biodiversity. This is a valuable 

resource which supports the vision and can inform the objectives of the Trent Gateway. 

The principles of the mapping opportunities are:

• Better - degraded habitat that needs to be improved
• Bigger - areas of existing habitat that could be expanded
• More - New areas of habitat to increase the overall resource
• Connected - Enhancing existing and creating new connections between existing and 

planned areas of habitat

Example of  the RSPB and gravel abstraction industry collaborating to 
create wetland habitat

Throughout the Trent Gateway area, there are several locations where the presence of existing 
flood embankments has led to the isolation of fields on the river side. These isolated fields 
provide ideal opportunities to create new wetland features connected to the river. 

Floodplain features could be designed to have multiple benefits, such as storing water on the 
floodplain to reduce downstream flood risk, increased biodiversity through the creation of 
new open wetland features, scrapes, backwaters and wet woodland and provide new vistas in 
the landscape. 
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Vision and Strategic Objectives 

Example of  a ‘wet woodland’

Example of inland wetland

Gravel Abstraction
There are continuing prospects within the Trent Gateway to develop new and enhance existing wetlands 
in collaboration with the gravel abstraction industry. These opportunities could work with key existing 
sites - such as the Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust’s, Attenborough Nature Reserve and the RSPB Langford 
Lowfields Reserve - to create a larger, inter-connected complex of inland wetlands along the river corridor. 
These inland wetlands would benefit waders and various aquatic species, re-instating important habitats 
that are under threat throughout the UK. 

The ‘Bigger and Better’ vision - published by the RSPB - promotes why and how small collaborations with 
the minerals and aggregates industry can create valuable, joined-up wetland habitats.  These are important 
at local, national and international levels.

Blue Green Infrastructure
The Trent Gateway area also provides excellent opportunities to achieve the region’s aspirations for building 
with nature through the provision of blue green infrastructure. 

Examples of this include:
• Creation of 30m grass/vegetated margins on pastoral fields to reduce bank erosion and improve 

habitat connectivity
• Creation of 6m grass/vegetated margins around hedgerows and boundaries on arable fields

• Creation of wetland habitat (wet woodland, ditches, ponds, wet meadows, fish refuge) 
between flood embankments and the River Trent

• Opportunistic hedgerow tree planting, including black poplar
• Retrofit or improvement of habitat to water’s edge in engineered scenarios
• Provision of woodland planting or habitat creation on areas of lower quality agricultural 

land.

Natural Flood Management
In addition to benefits for nature, the potential for Natural Flood Management (NFM) through 
storing water on the floodplain, carbon sequestration via the planting of new woodlands and 
novel building developments incorporating nature and sustainable energy, could act to provide 
economic, environmental and health benefits for local communities. 

Developing a range of habitat features and wildlife sites along the River Trent will lend resilience 
to ecological communities and increase biodiversity within Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire and 
beyond.  The Trent Gateway Masterplan has the potential to act as a blueprint to be adopted 
across many other river corridors and associated towns and cities.    
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Vision and Strategic Objectives 

Site of historic ferry crossing

Amenity and Recreation
In addition to the desire to generate a sustainable environment for wildlife, the vision also recognises 
the need for Trent Gateway’s improved use and enjoyment by people. In many cases the benefits of 
improvements can and should be symbiotic.

Improving and increasing the opportunities for people to access and use the River Trent, its associated 
water bodies and the amenity afforded by the land resources within the Trent Gateway could contribute 
greatly to the local community and visitors in terms of health, fitness and general well-being.

The area includes nature reserves run by the Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust and reserves run by the 
RSPB.  These provide opportunity for people to witness and learn about nature at close quarter.  

Within these resources, there is potential to enlarge and improve them through better interpretation and 
access as well as providing new and improved visitor centres.  Events and exhibitions in these centres 
can bring life to the subject and provide leisure and educational opportunities which have the potential 
to open up this natural resource to a wider cross-section of the community.

The area already provides a network of public rights of way including the Trent Valley Way 
and National Cycle Routes 6, 15, 48 and 64.  However, there are many opportunities to join up 
and extend what is already there to create a richer and more readily-accessible experience.  

Much of the riverbank in rural areas is difficult to access in terms of land access, public 
transport and visitor parking.  There are opportunities to work with land-owners, fishing clubs 
and local authorities to create a more comprehensive network of access routes and widen the 
communities the area serves.

Opportunities to cross the River Trent are limited. For both pedestrians and cyclists, the 
permeability and connectivity of the area could be greatly enhanced by new bridges such as 
the one proposed between Lady Bay on the south of the river with new developments on the 
north and reinstatement of historic ferry crossings such as the ones at Wilford and Colwick. 
This might be on public holidays, special occasions or at particular times of the day to aid the 
daily commute.

Clapper gate on public footpath south of Cromwell Weir
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The Trent Gateway Story and Involvement
The Trent Gateway is rich in heritage, geological features and nature. It has changed dramatically 
from pre-human times through to the present, creating a long and complex story of human 
influence on the landscape and the landscape’s influence on culture. By engaging the public in this 
story it can be told in a manner which can educate and entertain in equal measure. In seeking 
funding to deliver the vision and the objectives there is a landscape wide synthesis that should 
allow the projects to link up culture and nature/wildlife holistically. This would present a stronger 
encouragement to funders and collaborators. 

Individuals, private organisations and/or public bodies have the potential to collaborate and:
• Better interpret and tell the Trent’s story so it engages a wider audience at a deeper level
• Deepen community involvement
• Create new visitor and exhibition facilities to stage events 
• An improved visitor experience, bringing people closer to their environment and fostering a 

sense of connection and belonging. 
Typical projects could include:
• Heritage and biodiversity interpretation overlay on the Trent Valley Way route
• Creation of small diversions and circular walks associated with the Trent Valley Way
• Improvements to interpretation around historic fords/ferry crossings and historic 

monuments
• Facilitation and encouragement of ad-hoc leisure usage of water environment by the wider 

population
• Improvements to pedestrian/cycle connectivity across the River Trent - including new or 

improved bridges and reinstatement of historic ferry boat crossings.

Throughout the Trent Gateway area, there is a range of water sport and leisure opportunities 
on the river and adjacent water bodies. Improvements to and expansion of the existing centres 
for leisure and sport in the area along with new facilities that could encourage a wider section of 
society to participate in outdoor activities bringing with it relaxation, greater health and fitness 
opportunities and general well-being.  Whilst not exhaustive, a list of identified improvements is 
included in Appendix D of this document.  

As previously stated, the character and nature of the Trent Gateway changes as it moves down-
stream. There are a number of quite distinct sub-areas that differentiate through their character, 
land use and condition. Recognising these differences, in addition to generic improvements, and 
that each area could benefit from specific intervention six ‘Action Zones’ have been identified across 
the catchment, an overview of the context, issues and opportunities for each is provided across the 
following pages.

Improvements throughout the Trent Gateway should encourage a wider 
section of the community to engage with the landscape and the story of the 
River Trent
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Vision and Strategic Objectives 
10 Year targets to deliver the Trent Gateway vision and objectives.



View north from Formans Road bridge

© CC2.0 Ratcliffe-on-Soar Power Station across 
Attenborough Nature Reserve (Explored) - Arran Bee 
- Flickr

Action Zones
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Throughout the Trent Gateway there are a number of quite distinct sub-areas that differentiate through 
their character, land use and condition. Recognising that each area could benefit from specific intervention 
Six Action Zones have been identified across the catchment, an overview of the context, issues and 
opportunities for each is provided across the following pages.

Action Zone 1
Sawley to Attenborough

Action Zone 2
Attenborough to Colwick

Action Zone 3
Colwick to Gunthorpe 

Action Zone 4
Gunthorpe to Fiskerton

Action Zone 5
Fiskerton to Winthorpe

Action Zone 6
Fiskerton to Winthorpe
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Action Zone 1: Sawley to Attenborough

Key Characteristics and Issues:
Situated in Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire and Derbyshire County Council areas, this action zone 
is dominated by water bodies associated with historic gravel extraction sites now restored as lakes 
and pools that provide amenity and environmental habitat. The Nottinghamshire minerals local plan 
has identified a site at Mill Hill, west of Barton-in-Fabis on the opposite side of the River Trent to 
Attenborough,for future gravel extraction. This could both potentially create negative visual and 
environmental impacts in the medium term and long term opportunities for wetland habitat creation in 
the long term.

From Shardlow, the River Trent is navigable and the action zone includes Shardlow, Sawley and Beeston 
Marinas. Passage through the area requires the use of the Cranfleet, Beeston and Nottingham canals to 
circumnavigate the weirs at Cranfleet and Beeston. The weirs have a negative impact on natural habitats 
(primarily those for fish).

Through this area, the river and associated wetlands, provide a wide green corridor south of the urban 
edge.  This includes the Attenborough Nature Reserve which is a major leisure and ecological 
resource in the area and where seasonally, Starling murmurations can be seen.

South of the river, the Ratcliffe Power Station is a prominent landmark sitting within largely poor-quality 
agricultural land.

Despite the wide green corridor, the area enjoys relatively low tranquillity due to the adjacent urban 
context, road corridors and power station. Potentially this may be exacerbated by the development of the 
HS2 rail development planned to route across the river, south of Long Eaton.

View across Sawley Marina towards Ratcliffe Power Station

Attenborough Nature Reserve

Potential Action Zone Specific Interventions: 
• Provision of improved access and interpretation within Attenborough Nature Reserve to 

maintain and increase usage by a wider population through an enriched experience leading 
to improved well-being and health

• Wetland habitat creation / enhancement, work with Soar Catchment Partnership on 
wetland habitat enhancement

• Creation of grassland and wetland habitats along east bank of River Trent on the flood 
plain opposite Attenborough Nature Reserve to increase biodiversity and habitat type as part 
of the Mill Hill minerals extraction scheme.

• Enhanced wetland habitat creation to reinforce green infrastructure along River Erewash 
leading to Toton Fields Nature Reserve

• Fish pass at Sawley Weir to facilitate passage of migratory fish along the River Trent
• Fish pass at Thrumpton Weir to facilitate passage of migratory fish along the River Trent
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Action Zone 2: Attenborough to Colwick

Key Characteristics and Issues:
Situated within Nottingham City and Nottinghamshire County Council areas, the character of this action 
zone changes from rural to mostly urban river context with predominantly engineered riverbanks as it 
comes in to the city. Much of the northern riverbank offers high potential for urban redevelopment. 

Within this action zone, there are areas of relatively high deprivation.  

Much of the green space is given over to sports and recreation grounds with Meadow Lane and City 
Ground football pitches and Trent Bridge County Cricket ground close to the river at times attracting large 
numbers of visitors.

The Beeston Cut canal arm links to the city centre and bypasses the unnavigable section of the River 
Trent between Trent Bridge and Beeston Weir. Whilst the river offers potential for amenity through the 
zone, there is a general lack of tranquillity through the area however this could be improved and increased 
to the wider area in contrast to the more densely developed areas.

Much of the river course is served by the Trent Valley Way Long Distance Footpath but there are gaps in 
accessibility to the riverside, necessitating pedestrians and cyclists to venture away from the river, into the 
developed areas to the south.

View from Trent Field towards ‘Waterside’ development

Towards Nottingham from eastern end of Beeston Cut

Potential Action Zone Specific Interventions: 
• Improved surfacing and provision of seating and interpretation along ‘Big Track’, a 

shared pedestrian and cycle path linking Beeston Marina and Victoria Embankment, 
to make it more inclusive and encourage increased usage.  This could be expanded to 
include Holme Pierrepont, Grantham Canal, Barton and Clifton Wood and Colwick

• Enhanced and promoted walking routes between the River Trent and Nottingham 
city centre to encourage a wider population to use the river and thereby lift well-being

• New riverside green corridor and pedestrian/cycle route on north side of the River 
Trent through Nottingham as development progresses to encourage physical activity 
and well-being

• Continuation of the Grantham Canal restoration including refurbishment of lock gates 
and potential wharf/marina thereby reinforcing historic context and widening heritage 
awareness

• Archaeological investigation, engagement and interpretation of Clifton Pile Settlement
• Retrofit habitat to water’s edge along engineered riverbanks and retain walls to create 

areas of slower water and improve fish habitat
• Creation of grassland and wetland habitats - along the river corridor in the flood plain 

- to increase biodiversity and habitat type and reinforce green infrastructure through 
urban areas.
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Action Zone 3: Colwick to Gunthorpe

Key Characteristics and Issues:
This Action Zone is primarily situated in Nottinghamshire County.  Colwick Country Park - in Nottingham 
City Council - provides a natural environment close to the city.  It has a single area of higher ground 
located north of Radcliffe-on-Trent and gravel extraction areas restored for leisure uses and ecological 
features which have given rise to the Colwick Country Park (with Designated Bathing Water), the 
National Watersports Centre and Skylarks Nature Reserve at Holme Pierrepont and Netherfield 
Lagoons. 

Colwick Country Park and the National Watersports Centre (situated across the river from each other) 
both attract high visitor volumes however there is no public access from site to site.

Holme Lock and Sluices sit between Holme Pierrepont and Colwick Country Park. A fish pass has been 
designed and is proposed for construction at this location on the Country Park side of the river.

There is a notable increase in tranquillity as the river heads north away from Nottingham. Further north, 
the river travels through large, arable, fields, sitting behind flood embankments with isolated, pastoral land 
on the riverside.

There are riverside settlements at Radcliffe-on-Trent and Burton Joyce. The agricultural land is poor 
quality north of Radcliffe-on-Trent.

Whilst tranquillity increases, lengths of riverbank are inaccessible to the public (particularly to the south) 
or require longer walks to access the river from the nearest road. 

There are no road or pedestrian river crossings between Lady Bay Bridge and Gunthorpe. Historically 
there were ford and river ferry crossings at Stoke Bardolph and Burton Joyce.

Position of historic ford at Burton Joyce

Holme Lock and Sluices

Potential Action Zone Specific Interventions: 
• Increase opportunities for visitors at Colwick Country Park, including provision of 

Visitor Centre and link/public access to proposed fish pass
• Create fish pass at Stoke Bardolph Weir to facilitate passage of migratory fish along the 

River Trent
• Exploit wetland habitat creation/enhancement opportunities across River Trent flood 

plain on the river side of the flood defences between Netherfield Lagoons and Gunthorpe 
to increase habitat extents and quality 

• Exploit opportunities to create woodland habitat to link and extend existing woodland 
between East Bridgford and Radcliffe-on-Trent to reinforce green infrastructure

• Restoration of ferry crossing at Stoke/Shelford on bank holidays and designated 
weekends
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Action Zone 4: Gunthorpe to Fiskerton

Key Characteristics and issues:
Between Gunthorpe and Fiskerton, the river travels through large, open, arable fields punctuated 
with a few hedgerow trees and sparse built development. Throughout this zone, much of the 
agricultural land is of a good quality.

There is a continuous, designated, right of way on the north bank of the river.  An escarpment 
along the southern side of the river contains views from the riverside and also provides elevated 
viewpoints.

There is a break in riverside access near RAF Syerston.  Locks and weirs situated at Gunthorpe 
and Hazelford and the Notts County Sailing Club east of Hoveringham provide a leisure 
destination.  Additionally, this zone includes Stoke Field Battle Ground which is the only 
Registered Battlefield in Nottinghamshire.

There are no river crossings after Gunthorpe until Newark-on-Trent. There are historic ford and 
river ferry crossings at Fiskerton.

View north from the edge of Fiskerton

View along Church Lane byway 
towards Fiskerton

View across remnant hedgerows and 
enclosed pasture north of Gunthorpe 

Gunthorpe Weir and exposed geology

Potential Action Zone Specific Interventions: 
• Creation of fish passes at Gunthorpe Weir and Hazelford North Weir to facilitate 

passage of migratory fish along the River Trent
• Exploit opportunities south-west of the river to create woodland, wetland and 

grassland habitats on the flood plain between Gunthorpe weir and Hazelford Lock 
• Potential to create wetland habitats as the river meanders between East Stoke and 

Fiskerton and to the west of the river between Hazelford Weir and Hoveringham
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Action Zone 5: Fiskerton to Winthorpe

Key Characteristics and Issues:
Through this zone, the River Trent splits into a navigable section through Newark-on-Trent and an 
unnavigable section past Kelham.  There are long sections of inaccessible riverbank on the south side 
between Fiskerton and Farndon and on the western arm past Kelham.

There are large arable fields with few hedgerow trees between the two arms of the River Trent. 

Staythorpe Power Station and British Sugar provide notable industrial landmarks with high visual 
impact and Kelham Hall as well as, the spire of St Mary Magdelene Church, are notable heritage 
landmarks.  

There are large areas of exposed riverbank prone to erosion. This western arm of the river is renowned 
for its good fishing.

For much of this zone, the river is tranquil.  The calm and stillness reduce in the urban areas such as at 
the British Sugar Factory, the Staythorpe Power Station and Newark-on-Trent suburbs.

Newark-on-Trent contains areas of deprivation. The town contains a mix of heritage and leisure 
opportunities and has a popular accessible river frontage.

River crossings in this zone are restricted to the east of Newark-on-Trent via the footbridge south of Kings 
Marina, the A46, the Great North Road and the A1 at Winthorpe. There used to be a ford and river ferry 
crossing at Kelham.

View from Trent Lane towards British Sugar and Parish Church of St 
Mary Magdalene

View along bankside footpath near Farndon Marina

Potential Action Zone Specific Interventions: 
• Improve leisure and access opportunities within ‘island’ area west of Newark-

on-Trent
• Creation of a fish pass at Averham Weir to facilitate passage of migratory fish 

along the River Trent
• There is potential for habitat improvements between the Staythorpe Power 

station site and the Marlock Dyke north of Fiskerton and the area within the 
river meander west of Farndon, north of the Farndon Marina

• Seek opportunities for woodland enhancement around Smeatons Lakes
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Action Zone 6: Winthorpe to Besthorpe

Key Characteristics and Issues:
This zone includes large areas of wetland habitat on both sides of the River Trent.  There are rights 
of way along the majority of both sides of the river and Open Access land at Holme. The tidal extent of 
the river is at Cromwell Weir west of Collingham.  Between here and the Humber estuary, the river is 
navigable but only by more experienced sailors.

There are some areas of grazing along the river edge with high quality agricultural land between North 
Muskham and Cromwell.  There are no current river crossings in this zone historically there were ford 
and river ferry crossing at North Muskham and Cromwell.

View from RSPB Langford Lowfields towards Cromwell Weir

View across Cromwell Lock and weir

View towards Holme from the site of the Muskham Ferry
Two RSPB nature reserves, Langford Lowfields and Besthorpe, add to the levels of tranquillity 
which are relatively high compared to the surrounding area. 

Future gravel extraction activity and activity is planned for the area providing potential for future 
collaboration between nature groups and charities and the minerals and aggregates industry.

Potential Action Zone Specific Interventions: 
• Build a viewing tower and bird hide at RSPB Langford Lowfields to be able to view the 

reserve and River Trent (upstream and downstream) in its entirety without disturbing the 
habitat and wildlife

• Install a webcam to record Salmon jumping at Cromwell weir.  Possible citizen science 
project getting public to record numbers they see.  Opportunity to inspire and educate the 
public about the ecosystem and ecology of the River Trent

• Create a fish pass at Cromwell Weir to facilitate passage of migratory fish along the River 
Trent

• There is potential for grassland and wetland habitat creation to the east of the river 
between Winthorpe and Cromwell Weir and to the west of the river to just south of Carleton-
on-Trent

• Enhance the wetland habitat around Besthorpe Nature Reserve and the grassland 
habitat north of the reserve

• Facilitate special events to re-enact the ferry crossing at Muskham Ferry to attract visitors 
to use the river for recreation and attract them to the RSPB Langford and Nottinghamshire 
Wildlife Trust Besthorpe Nature Reserve sites.
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As a high-level visual aid, the Trent Gateway area has been graphically represented across three A3 plans.  These plans are subdivided to show the extents of the six action 
zones described in this report.

The plans are intended to work on two levels:

• Firstly, they act as a high-level indicator of the potential to enhance or create one of the three, key, habitat types
• Secondly, the plans show locations where an intervention could have specific benefits.  The latter are indicated by a series of coloured icons which are keyed in the   

legend.

Where potential projects and interventions have previously been discussed, the plans include a letter at specific locations which is also explained in the key.

The River Trent, its tributaries, other significant water bodies and areas of urban development, have been indicated for context and orientation.

The plans are intended to be high level.  They do not intend to detail all the potential and positive interventions that could be made which are too numerous to articulate. Instead, 
the plans serve to bring to life the full scope of which interventions could have the most positive impact on the natural resources of the area and in ways which would lift how 
people interact with it for leisure, health and education.

Full size copies of the masterplan can be found in appendix B of this report.
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Case Study Site Proposals
Three sites have been selected as case studies to illustrate the type of interventions 
that could be made and how they could benefit the Trent Gateway area.  These 
case studies are not intended to be priority projects and it is not intended that they 
should be seen as any more deserving than other interventions indicated in this 
report.  The intention is that they provide a flavour of what might be achieved and 
what resource might be required to do so.

The three Case studies are:

• Improved visitor experience and destination at RSPB Langford Lowfields and 
Colwick Country Park

• Access and interpretation at Attenborough Nature Reserve
• Habitat creation in the flood plain

Each case study is discussed in detail in Appendix C of this report.
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Next Steps
The next steps for the project are for the Trent Gateway Partnership Steering Group to 
continue to work together facilitated by the Environment Agency to share and communicate 
the Vision, Strategic Objectives and Masterplan to a wider audience, identify funding 
mechanisms and deliver physical improvements or activity on the ground.

Funding
This report, the Masterplan and Case Study Site proposals will be used along with a summary 
brochure to access funding streams and potential application routes associated with single 
or multiple aspects of the vision across flood risk, accessibility, health and well-being, 
biodiversity, heritage, interpretation and others.

The Partnership Steering Group will explore the potential for grants match-funding across 
organisations to deliver projects that could not be delivered or funded individually.

Individually or in collaboration members of the Partnership Steering Group will:
• 
• Prepare or encourage funding applications to appropriate funds, for example the 

National Lottery, Business and Local Economy Funds.
• 
• Embed the opportunities for delivery of the Vision in local authority Community 

Infrastructure Levy or Section 106 initiatives.
• 
• Promote the Vision to private developers or businesses to encourage biodiversity 

offsetting or contribution to initiatives.
• 
• Identify an appropriate organisation to take ownership of catchment wide initiatives in 

order to collate funding from multiple agencies to facilitate delivery of initiatives.
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The Trent Gateway Partnership Steering Group is formed of representatives from the following 
organisation:

• Environment Agency
• Canal and River Trust
• Beeston Canalside Heritage Centre
• Gedling Borough Council
• Broxtowe Borough Council
• Natural England
• Nottingham City Council
• Nottinghamshire County Council
• Derbyshire County Council
• Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust
• Derbyshire Wildlife Trust
• RSPB
• Severn Trent Water
• Trent Rivers Trust
• Trent Anglers Joint Council
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